Running Head: POLICE BODY CAMERAS

5
POLICE BODY CAMERAS










Police Body Cameras in Michigan
Name:
Institution 
Course
Title
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date





Police Body Cameras in Michigan
	Police body cameras are small cameras worn by police officers on their chest to record the day’s occasions when the police officer is on duty. For long there has been debate as to whether police body cameras are necessary. The reason this topic has been controversial is the fact that this cameras record everything including private conversations of police officers. In my opinion, police body cameras are necessary to curb police harassment and brutality. This essay will explain how the police body cameras have more advantages as compared to the disadvantages, (Cavitt, 2017, September 01).
	Police body cameras have several advantages. Due to these reasons, a good percentage of the people living in Michigan support the use of these body cameras. The first major reason is that these cameras provide additional evidence in police cases. Some cases where there are conflicting statements about what really happened during or before police officers make an arrest, video footage from the police officer’s body camera can be used to make things clear and straight. For example, in a post on the Detroit news website, a business owner called the police for help. A man had refused to leave the store. When police officers arrived, they informed the business owner that he could not write a loitering ticket for the man. However, the businessman wanted to take matters into his own hand but the police officer told the business owner that he would arrest him if he did anything illegal. The business owner went ahead and reported that the police officer threatened him if he did not stay behind the counter (Hunter, 2017). Due to the body camera on the officer’s body, it was proved that the officer was innocent and the business owner had no option but to drop the case.
	However, there are some people who are against the use of these body cameras. The major reason that makes this person oppose the use of these police body cameras is that the cameras are invading the police privacy (Hunter, 2017). The other issue raised was how one knows that the camera was turned on at the right time. Policies have been formulated to control when the body camera should be turned on. For example, the Detroit police policy requires that the cameras be turned on before initiating or as soon as possible after initiating (Hunter, 2017).
Another opposing fact about the police body camera is the debate about what content should be shown to the public. Governor Rick Snyder signed a bill that will control the videos from the police body cameras in terms of how much video can be seen by the public and for how long the content will be available to the public (Gerstein, 2018). However, press associations are against this move by the governor. Their view about these records was that the records have been publicly paid for and thus they should be made available for the general public. On the other side supporters of this bill by the legislature say that the bill is right and it will help keep the victims safe by not publishing information they term as private (Gerstein, 2018).
The intentions of having body cameras on policemen are always right. However how these cameras are used will be the determining factor. One of the reasons why these cameras are being opposed is that they are not always on. The police officer decides when to switch them on (Hunter, 2017). Due to this reason, the opposers argue that the cameras are not effectively used. To curb this problem laws and policies have been set up to describing when to switch on the body cameras on policemen. Critically reasoning this is not a reason enough to oppose the use of body cameras by police officers. Additionally, the police force has set guidelines on how to use these cameras. For example, the Detroit police force has a policy that states that the camera should be on before making an arrest or as soon as possible after making the arrest, (Michigan Radio Newsroom, 2014, December 9).
The other reason why the move to use body cameras on police officers is being opposed is the reason that the camera invades the privacy of the police officer. This is so because when police officers are on duty they often talk about private issues like family and love life. If the cameras are always on then it will be invading people’s privacy by listening to their conversations. This problem was solved by the switch policies and the policy preventing the release of some recordings to the public. Critically reasoning police officers should not engage in personal conversations while on the line of duty. Therefore, the issue of privacy should not hinder the implementation of these police body cameras.
The other limiting factor to the use of police body cameras is, to what content should be made available for the public. It is important to regulate the videos recorded by this body cameras because they might sometimes cause an even greater damage. For example, in cases of sexual assaults and gender violence, it is necessary to regulate who gets hold of these videos. Releasing such videos may harm the reputation of the victims lowering their self-esteem in the society. Thus, by critical reasoning, this is a good reason to oppose the use of this body cameras in some cases.
In conclusion, I still support the use of police body cameras to reduce the cases of police mistreatment, harassment, and brutality. However, it is necessary to regulate the videos produced by these body cameras to avoid causing harm to the victims. The police officers who claim that these cameras invade their privacy have hidden agendas or their character may be conflicting to the rules set to be adhered to by the police. Due to this reason, they do not want to be monitored through this body cameras.
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